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Dear Friends,
Dear
Friends,
A tragic house fire left Rachel and her twelve-yearold son homeless. The fire took everything they
owned. At seven months pregnant, Rachel needed
to find a safe place to welcome her newborn and
create a new home for her son. She felt hopeless,
knowing she had to rebuild their lives from scratch.
Charles brought his family back to Montgomery
County to help care for his dying father. During
the family’s loss and grief, he experienced his own
medical emergency, a stroke that left him unable
to work. Feelings of hopelessness set in as loss of
income led to eviction and homelessness.
These are just two families Family Promise of
the Main Line (FPML) helped over the past year.
Families in the aftermath of the pandemic feel the
impact of rising prices, lack of affordable housing,
increasing rental costs, reduced in-person safety net
services, and academic delays for children.
In Montgomery County, over 44% of renters are cost-burdened and stretched financially. The latest
Consumer Price Index reports Montgomery County’s median rent is $2,100.00, a 31% increase
from last year; food has risen by 8.8% and fuel by 70.1%. Too many of our neighbors are making
increasingly difficult decisions about how to spend their limited dollars. One fire, family death, car
repair, or illness can quickly lead to housing instability, homelessness, and hopelessness.
These are the families and neighbors we serve and we are deeply concerned about them – the number
of families experiencing homelessness in our community is increasing daily. But FPML is here to help!
We provide safe shelter through the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) Emergency Shelter Program
and on-going case management for IHN graduates through the Graduate Self-Sufficiency Program
that improves their housing tenancy. Meanwhile, our Prevention Program offers vital interventions
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Because of donors like you, FPML doubled the number
of families we served this past year – providing help,
housing, and hope. Sixty-two households, including
Rachel and Charles, moved from hopelessness to hope.
Without hope, families can feel lost and defeated. Armed
with hope, our families can overcome their homeless
situation. Hope lets you believe in the future. Hope
is Rachel having a home to celebrate her baby’s first
holidays.
Your support brings hope to our families and a future
where every child has a bed to sleep in and a place to
call home.
Please consider how your financial support can bring hope to our neighbors this holiday season. Just
as those we serve are experiencing the impact of rising costs, FPML is also experiencing strains on
our budget as a result of inflation – and our community’s need is growing by the day. We ask that you
make a generous gift to ensure our critical services remain uninterrupted.
Your support makes a life-changing difference.
Checks can be made payable to Family Promise of the Main Line and returned in the enclosed
envelope. For ease, your credit card information can be filled in on the remittance envelope and then
mailed. For secure giving online, visit
www.fpmainline.org
Together, we can ensure all Montgomery County families receive the help and hope they need.
Thank you for your support and dedication to our community.
With warmest holiday wishes,

Allegra Cressman
Executive Director
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